*9S                            TWO KINDS OF COMEDY

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION

1.  'His personages are a kind of intellectual gladiators; every sentence is
to ward or strike' (Dr. Johnson). Find examples of this from Scene I.
Which examples do you consider the best?

2.  How can you show that3 in the proposal scene3 it is taken for granted
that Alillamant is in love with Mirabell?

3.  What is it about marriage'which is making Millamant hesitate to
accept Mirabell?

4.  The characters of Congreve's plays have sometimes been criticized as
heartless creatures, concerned merely with expressing themselves as
brilliantly as possible. Does this seem to be true of Millamant?

5.  How do you think the lines of this play ought to be spoken? Com-
pare them in this respect with the speeches in Dr. Faustus and with
those in Strife.